To: Dr. Edward J. Ray, Oregon State University President

CC: Mark E. McCambridge, OSU Vice President of Finance and Administration

Dear President Ray,

Oregon State University has responded to reduced funding from the Oregon Legislature by making many budgetary reductions in 2009. 

The recent cuts included $400,000 from janitorial services, which OSU contracts out to GCA Services Group, a large Midwest corporation. On December 14, 2009, GCA laid off over 30 of its 94 janitors. This one-third reduction in the custodial staff has made OSU offices and classrooms noticeably less sanitary, presentable, and safe. Sixty people are now expected to do the work previously done by 94. These are not the first custodial staff reductions the campus has experienced. The men and women who clean our buildings are stretched to the breaking point.

We do not believe the janitorial reductions are in keeping with the values and principles outlined in the OSU strategic plan for 2009–2013, Phase II. We all want to see OSU “rank among the ten best Land Grant universities in the nation”, however; unsanitary conditions are not in keeping with this vision. These conditions jeopardize the health of our students, staff and faculty; they diminish the improvements made to our campus infrastructure.

Given that OSU’s financial outlook is better than expected, we respectfully request that you restore funding of janitorial services to its previous level. 

Our students and their parents expect OSU to be a clean place to live and study; our faculty and staff deserve a clean place to teach, research and work.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

         Name                                                                  Dept./or Major
	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


